3 
* a * 
* 
3 5 
* m4 * — 2 1 = 
= 4 
* 
3 vi 


The Pretences f 5G gun. 


and . „„ | 
A 


8 2 R M 0 N 


Preached before the 


UNIVERSITY of OXFORD, 
ih, st. MAR 2 
"Sn "On sev June 26. 2768. , 


— 


on” 4 , : 
- kt W 


7— 8 _ i 


n 


By WILLIAM HAWKINS, M. A. ＋ | 
PREBENDARY OF WELLS, "I 


Late PoeTRY PROFESSOR, and FELLow of Pembroke 
College, in  OxrorD. deg 


** 


— 


1 


PUBLISHED BY DE SIRE. 


Nn d 


PRINTED Ar THE CLARENDON - PRESS, 


For Dan, Princes and ſold by Te Rivington, in St. Paul's 
Church - Yard, London. NM. DCC. nnd | 


9 + * — — 1 5 
* 
. : 
8 * 
\ o 
* 
* 
44 ; 
4 
* 
* 
* 
1 
9 
( 
* * 
* by * 


4 


Imprimatur: 


f. WRTHEREL I, 


*. , * 


- _ Vice-Can. Oxoy. 


= 


Jan. 28. 1769. Fe 


Advertiſement. 


THE following diſcourſe, preached - 
fome months fince before the uni- 
verſity, is, at length, printed, at the 
earneſt and repeated ſolicitations of 
friends : and the author will be glad 
70 find their expettations, in any degree, 
anſwered by this publication. 


N. B. The paragraphs, incloſed between 
the brackets, were not delivered when 
the diſcourſe was preached : and the 

paſſage, diſtinguiſhed as a quotation, is 
extracted from The Rational Inquiry, &c. 
publiſhed ſome time ſince, by the ſame 
author. | 
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10 be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. 


H E epiſtles of St. Paul to Timothy 
contain principally inſtructions to 
him for the diſcharge of his epiſco- 
pal office, and the ſuppreſſion of thoſe here- 
| fies which had already crept into the chriſtian 


church. The words of the text have a dire& 
aſpect this way; and very earneſtly recom- 
mend to him for this purpoſe the utmoſt di- 


ligence and ſincerity in his preaching or in- 


terpretation of he word of truth, the goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Agreeably hereunto the tranſ- 
lation from father Simon runs thus: ““ Study 


«c 


to ſhow thyſelf approved unto God, as a 
workman that is not aſhamed of his work, 
and who faithfully teaches the true doc- 


«6 
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« trine.” And the learned Dr. Hammonds 
A i ſenſe 


God, a workman that needeth not 


121 


ſenſe of the Phraſe — rightly dividing the word 
e truth — is equivalent to this. — The great 
end and aim of the evangelical miniſtry was, 


queſtionleſs, the ſecurity of Chriſtians from all 
capital errour both of principle and practice. — 


Accordingly, our apoſtle's advice and direction 


to Timothy in the paſſage before us, and elſe- 
where, is virtually addreſſed to the governours 
and paſtors of the church throughout all ages: 
and will, I apprehend, appear to compriſe, 
and imply, 'the following general propoſition : 
— That purity and ſoundneſs of doctrine or- 
dinarily depend, under God, upon perſonal 
ability, integrity, and application. 

From the proof and illuſtration of which 


propoſition I ſhall proceed to the confutation : 


of certain principles of a contrary tendency, 


and from thence be- naturally led to a few 
ſaitable concluſions. | 


1 affert then, upon the foundation furniſhed. 
by the text, that purity and ſoundneſs of doe- 


trine ordinarily depend, under God, upon per- 
ſonal ability, integrity, and application. 


Indeed, the direction of our apoſtle. in the 
paſſage before us, though it does not neceſ- 
ſarily under other means of true De 
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1121 
or refer to, any other. He who is required to 
ſtudy to ſhow himſelf approved unto God, 'a 
workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth, is evidently called 
upon to exert himſelf, in the diſcharge of his 
ſacred office, with zeal, aſſiduity, and judg- 
ment, in ſuch a manner as may ſecure the di- 
vine approbation, and, at the ſame time, eſta- 
bliſh his credit and reputation in the world. 
For ſhame and diſgrace are the never-failing 
conſequences of any work whatſoever, igno- 
rantly and raſhly undertaken, or carelefsly and 
ſuperficially performed. And our apoſtle 8 
advice and injunction to Timothy in other 
places is preciſely of the ſame import with 
this in the text. + Meditate, ſays he, upon 
theſe things ; give thyſelf wholly to them ; take 
heed unto thyſelf, and unto thy diftrine ; conti- 

nue thou in the things which tho baft learned. 
and haſt been aſſured of, knowing of whom thou 
haſt learned them; and that from a child thou 
haſt known the holy ſcriptures. This laſt paſ- 
ſage in very expreſs terms reminds Timothy of 
the religious education he had received, and, 
in effect, of the advantage he was bound to 
make of it. And our apoſtle's charge and 
caution to him, with reſpect to his appoint- 

T 1 Tim. in tg, Ke.. 2 Tim. iti. 14. & 15. 
AZ: ment 
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ment of biſhops and miniſters in the ſeveral 
churches of which he was metropolitan, hath 
immediate reference to perſonal qualification. 
If it may be queſtioned, as it has been, whe- 
ther that injunction to him, — 0 lay hand; 
ſuddenly on no man, relates to ordination, the 
following precept at leaſt hath a determinate 
ſenſe to this purpoſe : * The things that thou 
Baſt heard of me, among many witneſſes," the 
Same commit thou to faithful men, who ſhall be 
able to teach others alſo. And, to the ſame 
effect, we may obſerve, the apoſtle in his 
deſcription of the character of a Chriſtian 
biſhop to Titus, among many other particulars» 
_ repreſents him as one + holding Faſt the faith- 
ful word, as he hath been taught, that he may 
be able by found doctrine, both to exhort, and 
fo convince 'the gainſayers. - By the tenour 
of theſe paſſages, and others of a ſimilar 
tendency, it appears, that underſtanding, di- 
ligence, and honeſty, are ordinarily the ſole 
requiſites for the conviction of errour, and 
maintenance of truth. The notion of an ab- 
ſolute and infallible authority lodged in the 
church for this purpoſe, hath no warrant in 
the hiſtory, or countenance from the doctrine 
of the apoſtles. Nor have certain modern 


® 2: Tim. i. 2. f Tim & 9. 


pretences 
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pretences to the more immediate aids, and 
ſenſible inſpirations of the Holy Spirit, as ne- 
ceſſary for the ſame purpoſe, a_ more ſolid 
foundation in ſcripture, or in the reaſon of 
things. Thoſe extraordinary, ſþrritual gifts 
with which the apoſtles were originally en- 
dowed were, indeed, communicated to this 
end for obvious reaſons; but thoſe reaſons 
cannot juſtly be extended to ſuch ſuppoſed ſu- 
pernatural aſſiſtances, and infuſions now. Some 
of theſe gifts, for inſtance, were intended to 
ſupply the want of education; ſome, to verify 
our Saviour's predictions and promiſes ; and 
others, to confirm in general the truth of the 
goſpel, and illuſtrate the divine goodneſs in 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation. In conſequence of 
this theſe holy men ſpake, and wrote, as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt ; who was ſent 
to teach them all things, and to guide them into 
all truth. But, although the apoſtle's doctrine 


be therefore in itſelf neceſſarily true, and all 
ſcripture is doubtleſs given by inſpiration of 


God, it follows not in the leaſt from hence, 
that the teachers and expounders of the ſame, 
through all ſucceeding ages ſhould be enabled 
by an equal degree of inſpiration to interpret 
it with abſolute preciſion and exactneſs, with- 
out the help of natural abilities, and inde- 
pendently 


(93 
pendently on perſonal application. Had this 
been the caſe, the exhortations, and direc- 
tions of St. Paul to Timothy, juſt before cited, 
are utterly ſuperfluous ; and it had been.abun- 
dantly ſufficient to have given him that ſingle 


0 
article of advice, which we find in the other 6 
epiſtle, that he ſhould negle&? not the gift that c 
was in him. In truth, as powerful or extraor- 2 
dinary as this gift may be ſuppoſed to have i 
been in him, and his contemporaries, or in his, t 
and their ſucceſſors, for ſome generations, it l 


could never be deſigned to ſuperſede their own 
endeayours, or to be adequate to the purpoſes 
of infallibility. This is a point which will 
never be attained by human nature, gifted, or 
ungifted. The diſputes which aroſe in the 
Chriſtian church, even in the apoſtolick age, 
are a ſufficient proof of it. Truth is, never- 
theleſs, truth ſtill ; and the capital and lead- 
ing articles of our holy religion ſtand on the 
ſure foundation of ſcripture. But then the 
ſcriptures are liable to be miſunderſtood, ot 
miſapplied, by folly, knavery, or treachery 3 
and, accordingly, the miniſters of the goſpel 
are earneſtly called upon to + ſpeak the 
things which become ſound doctrine; to preacb 
the ward, and be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of 


+ Titus iii. 1. 2 Tim. iv. 2, &c. &c. 


ſeaſon; 
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ſeaſon.; to ſpeak the word: faithfully ; and, 8 


ſequently, to exert the utmoſt efforts of their 
faculties, and underſtandings, with honeſty, 
and ſincerity, in the defence, and maintenance 
of the great truths of the goſpel, and for the 
confutation of ſuch as have, or may, err con- 
cerning them. —— Not that we by any means 
aſſert the Holy Spirit to have no manner of 
intereſt in this buſineſs. It is, no doubt, 
the province of this divine perſon, to open our 
underſtandings, to enlighten our minds, and 
diſpoſe them as well for the comprehenſion 
as the reception of ſacred truth, no leſs than 
to direct our wills, and influence our affec- 
tions. But as in the latter caſe, his motions 
and operations are neither ſo forcible, nor ſo 
univerſal, as abſolutely to preclude all infir- 
mity in practice; ſo neither in the former will 
they prevent all errour in ſpeculation: though, 
at the ſame time, by earneſt application to his 
aſſiſtance, and compliance with his ſuggeſ- 
tions, cooperating with our perſonal endea- 
vours, we may properly be ſaid to be perfect 
men, and regenerate Chriſtians, on the one 


hand, and - to have a right judgment in all 


cc things” neceſſary to ſalvation, on the other. 
It is, nevertheleſs, pretended by perſons of 
different ſects and denominations, that the gift 


of 
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of the Holy Ghoſt is ſtill communicated to the 
and godlineſs, in an an extraordinary and ſenſi- 


or acquired ability, moral qualification, or re- 
gular profeſſion. In virtue of this, the moſt 
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faithful, for the purpoſes both of doctrine 


ble manner, without the leaſt regard to natural 


profligate become ſaints; and the moſt illi- 
terate infallible teachers, by immediate and 
ſupernatural infuſion. —— And theſe are the 
principles to the confutation of which I now 


Were the pretences in queſtion only ridicu- 
louſly abſurd, they might paſs unnoticed; but 
the misfortune is they are likewiſe moſt per- 
niciouſly ſo: and therefore it is our duty to 
take all methods and opportunities of com- 
bating and defeating them, as well for the 
fake of truth, as in juſtice to ourſelves. I 
profeſs to have little or nothing in view be- 
yond this ſatisfaction. For theſe ſpiritual pre- 
tenders, whether we conſider the deluding, 
or the deluded, are not to be influenced by 
reaſon or argument; thoſe carnal weapons 
the uſe of which they artfully or ignorantly, 
affect to diſclaim. - With very little hope 
therefore of converting ſpiritual diſhoneſty, or 
convincing religious infatuation, I perſuade 
myſelf, all ſober and well-diſpoſed members 

of 


1 


of the church of England may be fatther 
ſtrengthened and confirmed in their zeal for 
her communion, and attachment to her doc- 
trines, by ſuch conſiderations as the following : 

Firſt, —That, had there been any ſi 2 or 
occaſion for the continuance of extraordinary 


communications of the Holy Spirit, for the 


pupoſes of Chriſtian doctrine, or diſcipline, 
theſe communications would have been vouch- 
| fafed to the regular and appointed governours 
and paſtors of the Chriſtian church. 

It is manifeſt, the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
in general were at firſt indiſcriminately be- 
ſtowed on all believers; but it is no leſs ma- 
nifeſt, that the charge of preaching and propa- 
gating the goſpel was committed to certain 
perſons, who were regularly and formally or- 
dained to the ſacred miniſtry. The confirma- 


tion of evangelical truths, T have already ob- 


ſerved, was one general end of theſe extraor- 
dinary communications; while at the ſame 
time a particular purpoſe was anſwered hereby, 
which was the qualification of particular per- 
ſons for the miniſterial function. 
was a man full of faith, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
before he was ordained to the office of deacon ; 
but he executed that office wholly and ſolely 
by virtue of his apoſtolical ordination. In- 


B | deed, 
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deed, that no perſon whatſoever, eminent ag 
his ſpiritual endowments may be ſuppoſed to 
have been, preſumed in the firſt and pureſt 


age of the church to minifter about voly things, 


on pretence of an immediate motion of the 
Spirit impelling him thereto, or took this bonour 
unto himſelf, unleſs he were duly and regularly 
called and appointed to it, is moſt evident both 
from ſcriptural and eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. Upon 
ſuppoſition then of the eſtabliſhment, and 
conſequently the ſucceſhon of certain orders 
in the Chriſtian church, for the government, 
protection, and edification of the ſame, it will 
neceſſarily follow, that ſuch ſpiritual gifts as 
were requiſite for any of theſe particular pur- 
poſes muſt ever have been appropriated to the 


miniſters of Chriſt, and ſicwards of the myſteries 


of God : For otherwiſe we muſt ſuppoſe the 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt to have been diſpenſed 
at random, and without the leaſt reſpect to 
the. neceflities and occaſions of thoſe, for 
whoſe uſe they were in the nature of things 
intended ; which is equally blaſphemous and 


_ abſurd. Either therefore the extraordinary 


communications in queſtion have long ſince 
ceaſed in the church, as thoſe other ſuperna- 
tural gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which were pro- 
miſcuouſly diſpenſed, have confeſſedly ceaſed; 
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or they are demonſtrably continued only to 


them who are ordained to the miniſtry of the 
goſpel. But the governours and paſtors of 
the church in general have for many ages 
utterly diſavowed all extraordinary claims of 


this kind, and, with the ordinary aſſiſtance | 


and bleſſed influence of the Holy Spirit, have 
taught and maintained the truth and purity 
of the Chriſtian religion, by the uſe and ap- 
plication of natural ability, and perſonal qua- 
lifications. And therefore, all pretences of 
illiterate laymen, and ignorant mechanicks, to 
expound the way of God more perfeFly, in con- 


ſequence of ſupernatural inſpiration and ſpiri- 


tual illumination, are plainly to be reſolved 
into the artifice of 1mpoſture, or the inſanity 
of enthuſiaſm. 

But, it ſeems, ſome of our own order have 
with great confidence averred themſelves to 
be actuated by theſe extraordinary infuſions : 
— and will not the principles here advanced 
give a kind of ſanction at leaſt to their 
pretenſions? 

Now, in the firſt ind it may _ obfervatk 
that the incompatibility of theſe lay and cle- 
rical claims is an unanſwerable argument that 
they cannot both have a good foundation. 
Becauſe, if the former be valid, the inſtitu- 
93 | tion 
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tion and appointment of any orders in the 
church whatſocver was unneceſſary at beſt, 
(which inſinuation reflects no great honour 
upon its divine founder) and conſequently no 
colour can be derived to the pretence before 
us from the eccleſiaſtical character; or, if the 
latter be valid, and the gifted brother under 
this character will maintain his own claims, 
but diſavow thoſe of the lay- teacher; may 
not ſuch teacher with propriety aſk him, on 
what grounds he can juſtly diſparage or deny 


thoſe ſpiritual gifts and ſupernatural inſpira- 


tions, which enable him to preach the word, 
and operate preciſely in the ſame manner, and 
for the ſame ends and purpoſes, as his own? 


It ſhould ſeem then, he muſt renounce his 


orders as uſeleſs, or his pretenſions as ill 
founded; and in either caſe our argument 
will ſtand on the ſame foot. 

But, be this as it will, the vanity and pre- 
ſumption both of lay and clerical enthuſtaſts 
will appear from another conſideration, which 
is, that, in order to convince us they are 


poſſeſſed of the aids above-mentioned, it is 
neceſſary, as hath been often obſerved, they 


ſhould prove themſelves to be endowed with 
other extraordinary gifts of the ſpirit ; as that 
of healing, or of prophecy, &c. &c. 


It 


Lo — 
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It will not be very eaſy to give a reaſon 
why the gift of teaching and interpreting holy 
ſcripture, and conſequently of declaring infal- 
libly what is Chriſtian doctrine in all in- 
ſtances ſhould be imparted at preſent to par- 
ticular believers only, but it will be impoſſible 
to aſſign a ſatisfactory cauſe why the ſame 
ſhould be imparted by intermiſſions, at parti- 
cular periods, and to a few, a very few par- 
ticular paſtors and teachers; the body of the 
church remaining all this while, through fo 
many ages, unenlightened and unſanctified. 
— [If thoſe we are contending with have 
really and perceptibly received the gift of tbe 
Holy Ghoſt in a peculiar manner, and con- 
ſequently are acquainted with the words of 
eternal life, how ſhall . we account for God's 
being expreſsly declared in ſcripture to be 0 
reſpecter of perſons, as, on this ſuppoſition, 
we muſt unavoidably imagine him to be, with 
regard as well to theſe preachers, as thoſe 
people to whom they are nt? How are we 
to account for this wonderful 7hing's being 
done, as I may fay, in a corner? If they, and 
they only, ſpeak forth the words of truth by 
| 7n/piration of God, one more miraculous gift, 

viz. that of rongues ſeems at leaſt abſolutely 
neceſſary for the propagation of the ſame in 

: all 
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all lande, and to the ends of the world.) — 
A claim of this ſort therefore ought to be 
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communicated to them were apparent in their 
effects; and therefore, though thoſe powers 
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' proofs for a confirmation of them. But 


. poſſeſſion, can have no demand upon our 


argument that f is from God. But this is 


141 


inconteſtably aſcertained. When the apoſtles 
were firſt filled with the Holy Ghoft, the de- 


ſcent was viſible, and the miraculous powers 


had not extended farther than to the caſe in 
diſpute, they ſtood in no need of collateral 


theſe proofs are evidently neceſſary, when 
ſuch a demonſtration of the Spirit as this, is 
not pretended to. The. actual poſſeſſion of 
one miraculous power is itſelf a preſumptive 
proof of a good title to another : but a bare 
aſſertion of any power, independently on ſuch 


acknowledgment. It is true, the excellence 
of their doctrine, as agreeable to ſcripture, 
and the articles of our church, is boldly urged 
by many of theſe ſpiritual viſionaries, as an 


begging the queſtion; this ſuppoſed excellence, 
and this agreeableneſs, are the very things we 
conteſt : and therefore the doctrine ought 
to be proved by the privilege, not the privi- 
lege by the doctrine. — And with reſpect boy 
the lay-pretender this ſame confident boaſting 

| is 


. 

is ſtill more fantaſtical; becauſe, if he be 
W endowed with power from on high to preach 
and propagate evangelical truth, but is at 
the ſame time confeſſedly unpoſſeſſed of all 
and every of thoſe miraculous gifts which 
were originally vouchſafed to Chriſtians in 
general, he hath a ſupernatural endowment 
which ordinarily doth not in any ſenſe be- 
long to him, and yet is deſtitute of the only 
means capable of evincing it. However, 
it may not be amiſs, under this head, to 
take a ſhort review of one favourite doctrine 
which is often with particular confidence ob- 
truded upon us by a certain ſect, under the 
aſſumed authority of ſcripture, and our church 
articles. I mean, the doctrine of juſtification 
% faith only; which is held in a ſenſe fo 
ſtrictly literal, that by it we are to underſtand 
ſuch a ſaving and vital principle of faith in 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt as inſtantaneouſly, 
and feelingly operating upon the mind of the 
believer, immediately juſtifies him in the 
fight of God, notwithſtanding the number, 
and atrociouſneſs of his iniquities. In what 
a light this extravagant tenet ſets the moſt 
regular and pious courſe of conduct, and in 
| what a comfortleſs ſtate it leaves every Chriſ- 
| tian, who feels not this ſaving principle 

within 
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within him, I need not ſtay to point out to 


you.—Let it be brought then, for ſatisfaction 


fake, to the teſt of ſcripture, and the articles 


of the church. c The 11th article of 


* our church tells us, Ve are accounted righ- 


* feous before God, only for the merit of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and not for our 


„ own works or deſervings. But, ' notwith- 


te ſtanding this, faith will be found neither 
*- to preclude good works, nor to detract from 


ee the real value of them. It is ſo far from 


« precluding them, that, if we will abide 


« by the church's ſenſe of the matter in her 


next article, good works ſpring out necef- 
ce ſarily of a true and tively faith, inſomuch 
& that by them a lively faith may be as evi. 
& dently known, as a tree diſcerned by the 
« fruit, Nor, again, does it detract from the 
ce real value of them. For albeit that goo 
& works (as the laſt cited article expreſſes it) 
&« which are the fruits of faith, cannot put 


cc away our Vins, and endure the ſeverity Ui 


« God's judgment; yet are they pleaſing and 
e acceptable to God in Chriſt. If good works 


768 then arc pleaſing and acceptable to G x 


« Chriſt, they muſt upon that account have 
« ſome intrinſick value, though not merito- 
c rious to ſalvation: otherwiſe, why are not 
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« bid works pleaſing and acceptable to God 
« in Chrift ? Indeed, they cannot endure the 
« ſeverity of God's judgment, that is, (to ex- 


cc 


plain the latter clauſe by the former) they 
cannot put away our fins; or, in other 
words, our good works cannot atone for our 
bad ones. Merit propitiatory, therefore, i is 
one thing, and merit recommendatory (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) another. Let us now 
ſee how far all this is agreeable to the doc- 
trine of St. Paul. This great apoſtle, in 


© order to ſhow his converts the extraordinary 


grace or privilege of the evangelical diſpen- 
ſation beyond that of the law, inſiſts upon 
the rigour of the latter, and the impoſſibi- 
lity of our complying with the terms of it. 
For 'curſed is every one that continueth not 
in all things which are written in the book 
of the law to do them. And yet the ſerip- 
ture hath concluded all under fin, &c. This 
curſe then is plainly denounced againſt n- 
perfect, or defective obedience : and there- 
fore, when we are told that a man is 
not juſtified by the works of the law, &c. 
we are not to underſtand that a total and 
abſolute conformity thereto would not juſ- 
tify, but that it is utterly impracticable to 
yield to it ſuch conformity; and that 
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e proper atonement or propitiation made for 


to ourſelves, yet, neither our faith, nor his 


[ 28 ] 


% under the legal oeconomy there was no 


ce the deficiency of our obedience, nor, by 
cc conſequence, adequate to the purpoſe of 
& juſtification. For juſtification imports our 
being accepted by God as righteous or 
<& perfect. Now, though we cannot be ac- 
« cepted by God as perfect, in virtue of our 
cc own. perſonal merit, we may, nevertheleſs, in 
« virtue of merit imputed to us. — But, all 
<« this while, though our juſtification, or right 
« and title to ſalvation, be wholly grounded 
« jn faith, and the application of the all- 
tc ſufficient merits of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 


* merits, render our own good works or obe- 
% dience unneceſſary or indifferent, or dimi- 
“ niſh their true and real, though infinitely 
ce jnferiour value; but effectually and graci- 
cc. ouſly ſupply the manifold deficiencies and 
ce imperfections of them.” - And now, if 
this be the true ſtate of the matter, (as 'I 
truſt it is) nothing can be more aſtoniſhing 
than the impiety and extravagance of the doc- 
trine of zu/tzfication, as advanced by theſe re- 
ligioniſts, except the effrontery with. which ; it 
hath been os. ] 5 


2 


4 


b But, again, the evident diſparity among 


theſe ſectaries in general in point of reputa- 


tion, as well as diſagreement in point of doc- 
trine, may be urged as an irrefragable proof 
that they have not the Spirit of God. With 
reſpect to the former, it is notorious that of 
the ſet of Quakers, e. g. very few diſtinguiſh 
themſelves at all as teachers in their publick 
aſſemblies : and of thoſe that do, ſome are 
much more eminent than others. Which 


_ remark, I preſume, may be extended to many 


other denominations. Now, to what are we 


to aſcribe this inequality? To a diverſity. of 


gift? or of talent ? of the latter, no doubt : 
for though the firſt Chriſtans had gie differ- 
ing according to the grace that was given them, 
yet, ſurely, ſuch gift was excellent in its kind. 
Whereas in the preſent caſe ſo unaccountable 


is the diſparity of inſpiration, that the ſpirit 


ſhall in one perſon be diſcoverable only by ri- 
diculous diſtortions and grimaces; in a ſe- 
cond, ſhall dictate doctrine, though erro- 
neous, yet with propriety of language, and 
in elegant terms; and in a third, ſhall vent 
nothing but unintelligible jargon Nor is the 
diſagreement of doctrine among our adverſaries 
leſs obſervable than their juſt-mentioned diſ- 
parity. I need not expatiate on the variety of 
GS: ſtrange 


[ % 

ſtrange notions, and whimſical tenets, by 
which they are reſpectively marked. The 
glaring contrariety between ſome of... theſe 
notions effectually deſtroys their ſeveral claims 
to one and the ſame Spirit. How ſhall we 
' reconcile the principles of thoſe who main- 
_ tain the neceſlity of infant-baptiſm, with their 
opinions who deny the ſame; or with the 
doctrine that diſavows all baptiſm but that of 
the Holy Ghoſt ? — I leave the obvious ap- 
plication of this to your own judgments. — 
And to all this we may add, by way of cor- 
roboration, that the miſchievous effects which 
have been produced in the world, in inſtances 
too many and too groſs to be repeated, by the 
religious conceits of falſe teachers of all kinds, 
are a ſufficient argument that their doctrine is 
not of God. Inſomiuch that, notwithſtanding 
the pretended ſanctity of this or that particu- 
lar ſect, or the real probity of many miſ- 
guided individuals, we may ſafely affirm, upon 
the whole, in the words of our Saviour, by 
their fruits ye ſhall know them.] 
But all and every of the pretences in queſ- 
tion may further be overthrown by this final 
conſideration — that the reality of the ordi- 
nary aids and influences of the Holy Spirit at 
all times abſolutely ſuperſede the notion of all 

extraordinary 


2 
extraordinary operations at preſent. Was 
there no ground, or no ſure ground, in ſerip- 
ture for this diſtinction, we, who do not lay 
claim to immediate and ſenſible inſpirations, 
are, indeed, of all men moſt miſerable : but if 


the eyes of our underſtanding may be impercep- 


tibly en/zghtened, that we may know what is 
the hope of the calling of. God; if through the 


power of the Holy Ghoſt, we may abound in 


hope, and be filled with all joy and peace m 
believing ; if the Spirit may ſecretly help our in- 
firmtzes, and through the ſame ſpirit, our ſouts 
may be purified in obeying the truth ; although 
we have not the word of wiſdom, and knowledge, 
in the ſenſe conteſted, or the gits of healing, or 
of prophecy, or of divers kinds of tongues ; 
which, as there is no ſort of neceſſary con- 
nection between theſe matters, muſt unavoid- 
ably be granted; this, I apprehend, may be 
preſumed to be the fact, even from the rea- 
ſonableneſs of the ching. However, we need 
not reſt the argument upon preſumptions. 
That the way of man is not in himſelf ; that it 
1s God that worketh in all men to will and to 
do of his good pleaſure; that we are not ſujfi- 
cient of ourſelves to think, or do, any thing as 
of ourſelves; or, in other words, that “ all 
«© holy . and all good works, do (and 
e 


122 
ee ever did, and will) proceed,” from the 
ſuggeſtion and impulſe of the ſpirit, muſt and 
will be acknowledged on all hands. But does 
it not naturally follow from hence, that, in 
numberleſs fuppotable caſes, ſuch ſuggeſtion 
| muſt have been real, and yet imperceptible ? 
Will theſe enthuſiaſts aſſert that there was 
not one that did one act of goodneſs, either 
atr*9ng Fews or Gentiles, no not one, before 
the Holy Ghoſt was given in a ſolemn, publick, 
and miraculous manner on the day of Pente- 

c? If they will not aſſert this, let them tell 
us, what feelings good men had of the opera- 
tions of the ſpirit, diſtinct from the motions 
of their own hearts, before that memorable 
event? Cornelius, we are told; was a devout 
man, and one that feared God, and prayed to 
God alway; which character he could not 
poſſibly have attained by the mere ſtrength of 
unaſſiſted nature; and yet, it is morally certain, 
he had not ſo much as heard, whether there 
was any Holy Ghojt, before the wonderful 
deſcent of the ſame upon himſelf and family, 
on their converſion to the Chriſtian faith. 
Such of thoſe enthuſiaſts I have been con- 
tending with, who are ſeduced members of 
the church of England, do ſtill, I apprehend, 
admit the, validity of her ſacraments and 

| ordinances. 


[23] 

ordinances. ... But how will they reconcile 
their doctrine of regeneration with the caſe of 
baptized infants, who, according to the lan- 
guage and ſentiment of our church office, are 
« born again, are capable of being ſancti- 
« fied with the Holy Ghoſt,” and receiving 
« the fulneſs of God's grace; and all this 
moſt aſſuredly without the leaſt inward feel- 
ings of a divine or ſupernatural operation. — 
But, whatever artifice they may have recourſe 
to, to evade the force of theſe and the fore- 
going conſiderations, enough, I truſt, has 
been ſaid, to convince ourſelves of the reality 
of ordinary, ſtanding, and unpercelivable grace; 
and conſequently of the futility and arro- 
gance of all pretences to extraordinary im- 
| pulſes and infuſions, of which, we ſee, there is 
no neceſſity either to Chriſtian doctrine, or 
a godly life. 

Having therefore endeavoured in ſome ſort 
co ſet this matter in a new light, by proof and 
illuſtration of the propoſition comprized in 
the text, and by confutation of thoſe princi- 
ples that have a contrary tendency, I am 
naturally led to a few ſuitable concluſions. _ 
The firſt is this: that, .as, with reſpect 
to the inveſtigation and diſcovery of ſacred 
truth, the Holy Spirit will neither miracu- 


louſly 


[ 24 } 


Jouſly ſuperſede human endeavours, i in caſes of | 
ignorance or indolence ; nor bring them to 
good effect, in caſes of ſelf-ſufficiency and 
contempt; it ſhould be our care to apply 
thoſe talents and endowments, wherewith 
God hath bleſſed us, to this nobleſt of all pur- 
poſes, with diligence and ſincerity ; and, at 
the : ſame time, with an humble dependent | 
on his ſecret, but effectual co-operation. 
A conceit that arrogates to itſelf extraordi- 
nary and perceptible inſpiration as its pecu- 

liar privilege, independently on every other 
| conſideration, is the mere vapour of extrava- 
gance and enthufiaſm ; while, on the other 
hand, a ſcorn of all inſpiration, as -a thing 
ideal, or unneceſſary, is a preſumption that 
directly tends to involve us in hereſy, - or 
bewilder us in ſcepticiſm. In ſhort, ability, 
integrity, and application, are thoſe natural 
means of ſpiritual improvement, which, 
through the divine aſſiſtance * . 
cannot fail of ſucceſs. 

IA ſecond concluſion I would draw is this 
that, agreeably to the apoſtle's direction, we 
ſhould not believe every ſpirit, but try the 
ſpirits whether they are of God. And this, for 
the very reaſon he there gives, becauſe many 
falſe prophets are gone out into the world. * 
| will | 


will ſuch trial be a work ſo difficult as may 
be imagined. For whatever will not bear the 


teſt of ſound reaſon, the doctrine of the : 5 


church, and, eſpecially, the ſacred 79¹ of 
truth, muſt demonſtrably be py —__ the 
foirit of errour.] 
| Laſtly, we may moſt juſtly infer, 850 as 
ſum and ſubſtance of what has been ſaid, as 
well the piety as the wiſdom of the inſtitu- 
tion of ſchools and ſeminaries of uſeful learn- 
ing, and religious education. No objection 
can poſſibly lie againſt inſtitutions. of this ſort, 
but what will lie againſt all eſtabliſhments 
whatſoever : but the advantages derivable from 
them by a proper uſe of the means and oppor- 
tunities they afford us, are great beyond ex- 
preſſion. For proof of this, I cannot, with 
juſtice, look beyond the conſtitution of this 
place. It would be but waſte of time to en- 
large upon its excellency; and therefore 1 
ſhall only obſerve, that all proviſion is here 
made for the cultivation and advancement of 
true piety, refined morality, and univerſal 
literature, that diſcretion might reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to ſuggeſt, or munificence to ſupply.— 
From this armory ſome of the ableſt-/o/diers of 
Feſus Chrift, the Captain of our ſalvation, have 
been furniſhed with thoſe weapons with which 
D they 


[ & ] 


1 they have gotten the victory over ſuperſtition, 
= | infidelity, and enthuſiaſm. From this quarter. 
Wn the church ilitant hath ſent into the field 
many of thoſe champrons, which waxed valiant 
| in ſpiritual fight, and turned to flight the armies 
; | * of the aliens; champions, for whoſe courage 
i and dexterity we have much occaſion in the 
| preſent age, wherein, I am ſorry. to remark, 
there is more of falſe religion, and lefs of 
true, than, perhaps, was ever known in the 
Fi world: a circumſtance of infinite concern to 
* all ſerious Chriſtians, and of equal triumph to 
Ft thoſe who profeſſedly have no religion at all, 
and too plauſible a pretence for ſuch profeſſion; 
in that variety of ridiculous ſets, and extrava- 
gant and abominable opinions and tenets; 
which fatally characteriſe the times. It is 
needleſs, and would be almoſt endleſs, to trace 
theſe ſeveral irregular and eccentrick notions 
to their ſource: I content myſelf with juſt 
i" reminding you of them as proper ſubjects of 
1 your occaſional cenſure and eonfutation.— But 
3 of all falſe doctrine, that of extraordinary im- 
bil pulfive grace, for the purpoſe either of illu- 
1 mination, or ſanctification, which hath juſt 
it fallen under conſideration, is of the moſt 
alarming nature; and, in a particular manner, 
demands your attention, For this doctrine 
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in the primary notion of it neceſſarily imports 

the abſolute vanity of human learning, at leaſt . 
with regard to religious matters; and the un- 

profitableneſs, or, rather, the iniquity, not only 

of academical, but likewiſe of all ecclefiaſti- 

cal conſtitutions. This is a matter in which 
you are more immediately and eflentially in- 
tereſted ; and requires the utmoſt exertion of - 
ability, zeal, judgment, prudence, and autho- 
rity, in your reſpective ſtations and capacities. 
As deſpicable as our adverſaries may be upon 
ſome accounts, their cauſe hath a moſt dange- 
rous tendency, with reſpe& to our happy. 
conſtitution in church and ſtate. To the ſer- 
vice and ſupport of both theſe our beſt endea- 
yours are, moſt unqueſtionably, due: and may 
God in his infinite mercy bleſs thoſe endea- 
vours with ſucceſs! 


8 
of 


Now to God the Father, &c. &c. 
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